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                  THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
       AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
                          Welcome to the Players Guide...
   We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. We have tailored the Players Guide for several types of betting style. What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will key a favorite on top of the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
    The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
    In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we know that is your goal as well.    

        Wednesday, December 30th  selections
  
 RACE      MICHAEL’S       TOP RATED HORSE            MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          
    NO.          RATINGS        (Conservative  Choice)           (Speculative  Opinion)
         
      1 
           4-5-10-6
4  Whinny Mae

6  My New Dawn
   
      2
           1-8-7-4

1  Abrell’s Johnathan

4  Peymorkenna Park


      3
           6-3-9-1

6  Escape Trouble

1  My Kind Of Time


      4
           4-5-2-8

4  Blue Jewels


2  Lilly Filly


      5
           8-9-3-4

8  Lively Man


3  Captain Ramius


      6
           6-5-1-8-7
6  Radiant Truth

8  Heylittleman


      7
           7-6-1-3

7  Prairie Ganache

3  Park Lane Dawn


      8
           6-5-2-4

6  Kennans Ethel

4  Dee Dee Sage

   
      9
           4-2-1-3-9
4  Refocus


1  Habanero

  
     10
           7-6-9-3-8
7  Called To Love

8  Perky B Skipalong


     11
           2-7-8-4

2  Daves Way


7  Auditor N


      BALMORAL PARK PLAYERS GUIDE
        Wednesday, December 30th selections
      MICHAELS TOP RATED HORSE                          
RACE    
      NO.           HORSE                                      PLAYERS GUIDE COMMENT
    1  
4  Whinny Mae

One of many missing starts. OO in wide open race.
   

    2
1  Abrell’s Johnathan
       
Nice post shift after dropping photo in last.


    3
6  Escape Trouble

OK 4th in his first start in over 4 months.Tough race

    4      4  Blue Jewels


Slight edge in a blank consolation. May leave gate.

    5
8  Lively Man


Subpar 4th after powerhouse win in the snow 2 back

    6
6  Radiant Truth

Giant try on the rim in needed start. Huge shot.

    7
7  Prairie Ganache

Chased winner but lacked response. Better than that


    8
 6  Kennans Ethel

Won last Balmoral start with Mike who returns.

    9
 4  Refocus


Jogged for us at 13-1 and lower odds a certainty.
   10
 7  Called To Love

Long journey took its toll. Could make the front.

   11      2  Daves Way


Wired field and will try to do the same from PP2.





                            MICHAELS  PLAYS                                   
RACE     
      NO.                  HORSE                                       MICHAEL’S COMMENT
    1  
    6  My New Dawn

Adjusted qualifying time to 1:57.3 . May be ready.
    2
    4  Peymorkenna Park
Winless in 29 starts but finds a sweet spot here.
    3
    1  My Kind Of Time   
 Second start for barn after nice recovery in debut.
    4
    2  Lilly Filly

 Doesn’t look like much but who does in here?
    5
    3  Captain Ramius
 
Could get loose on lead. He’s been bearing out late
    6
    8  Heylittleman
 
Lots of pace late and Patton has been very live.
    7
    3  Park Lane Dawn
 
Shook free late in a much improved effort in slop.
    8
    4  Dee Dee Sage

Ez win for Chupp. Lukewarm choice in tough final
    9
    1  Habanero


 Hoping the layoff helped. His A game beats these.
   10
    8  Perky B Skipalong
 Adjusted Q time 1:54.1.  Just needs to be close.
   11
    7  Auditor N

 Struggling 4th after 2 dynamite tries. PP7 ups price
   THURSDAY MAYWOOD FIRST POST 6:30

OPENING NIGHT  AT THE MEADOWLANDS       FRIDAY, JANUARY 1st       FIRST POST 6:00

       13 RACES      13 TEN HORSE FIELDS
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