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                  THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
       AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
                          Welcome to the Players Guide...
   We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. We have tailored the Players Guide for several types of betting style. What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will key a favorite on top of the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
    The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
    In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we know that is your goal as well.    

            Sunday, December 27th  selections
  
 RACE      MICHAEL’S       TOP RATED HORSE            MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          
    NO.          RATINGS        (Conservative  Choice)           (Speculative  Opinion)
         
      1 
           1-4-6-8 
 
1  Pea Ridge


6  Cindy’s Pavillion

   
      2
          10-2-6-5           10 It’s Mary Time

2  Koko D’oro

   
      3
           6-3-4-2

6  Benns Legend

4  Ivy League Lindy

   
      4
           8-2-4-1

8  Carnivalocity

1  Charlenes Dream

  
      5
           2-1-6-3-8
2  Passion Starlet

3  Return Lane   


      6
           2-3-5-1

2  Pacifically


1  La Bella Sophia

  
      7
           1-3-2-6

1  Dirt Slinger entry

2  My Kind Of Towne

   
      8
           4-6-3-7

4  Sporty Babe


3  I’m Good To Go

    
      9
           3-2-5-4

3  Another Judy

5  I’m All Country

    
     10
           7-9-2-8-3
7  Marty Dot Com

9  AK’s Bunny

  
     11
           2-7-1-5-10
2  Park Avenue entry  

5  Career Artist


     12
           1-2-7-4

1  Smiling Angel

4  No Doubt   


      BALMORAL PARK PLAYERS GUIDE
           Sunday, December 27th selections
RACE    TOP RATED HORSE                          PLAYERS GUIDE COMMENT
      NO.    (Conservative  Choice)           
    1  
    1  Pea Ridge

Oosting won 7 last night, must respect from rail.

    2
   10 It’s Mary Time

Tough post but raced well in first start in 7 months

    3
    6  Benn’s Legend

Last two have been flat. Expect a wakeup with the class drop

    4
    8  Carnivalocity

Moving up off two easy front end wins. Slight edge.
    5
    2  Passion Starlet

Followed the winner but had turn trouble. Way overdue.

    6
    2  Pacifically

Beaten by #3 Celtic Force. Had no excuse but super consistent.

    7
    1  Dirt Slinger entry
Both are very capable and trainer having a breakout year.

    8
    4  Sporty Babe

Big drop and draws well. Boxed in 2 back vs. much better.

    9
    3  Another Judy

Been dominating weaker at Maywood. How far will she go?

   10
    7  Marty Dot Com

Bad race in last but 11 year old is capable of a winning effort.
   11
    2  Park Avenue entry
Solid entry and both draw favorably.#2 comes off Mich.stakes win.

   12
    1  Smiling Angel

Could not have won any easier and the favorite to three peat.

RACE     MICHAEL’S  PLAY                                   MICHAEL’S COMMENT
      NO.     (Speculative  Opinion)
    1  
    6  Cindy’s Pavillion
Drops significantly. Odds should be better if #1 gets heavily bet.

    2
    2  Koko D’oro

Last two rock solid and favorite may be vulnerable from post 10.

    3
    4  Ivy League Lindy
Last two off a month layoff. Flying late for Oosting who’s back.

    4
    1  Charlenes Dream

Missed starts but so did most of this field. Needs to trip out.

    5
    3  Return Lane

Dynamite try from the 8 slot at Maywood in a needed start.

    6
    1  La Bella Sophia

Nice rally despite awful cover. Big post shift as well.

    7
    2  My Kind Of Towne
No respect for Widger and popped at 9-1. Gets 2 hole behind #3 ?

    8
    3  I’m Good To Go

Beat weak field at Maywood but liked 2 move try here on Dec. 5.

    9
    5  I’m All Country

Same barn sent out Open winner Jeremy’s Successor last night.

   10
    9  AK’s Bunny

Bad post but could leave hard. Widger won with him 2 back.

   11
    5  Career Artist

May need the start off 5 weeks. Rolling the dice that she’s ready.

   12
    4  No Doubt


Reaching here but I think she will be a big price.Will need her best
    

        THE MEADOWLANDS RACETRACK
                       BEGINS IN 5 DAYS
     24 QUALIFYING RACES TOMORROW
 OPENING NIGHT    FRIDAY, JANUARY 1st  
                        FIRST POST 6:00
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