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                   THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
       AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
                               Welcome to the Players Guide...
   We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. We have tailored the Players Guide for several types of betting style. What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will key a favorite on top of the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
    The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
    In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we know that is your goal as well.    

    Thursday, September 2nd Maywood Park selections
       RACE       MICHAEL’S      TOP RATED HORSE             MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          
    NO.           RATINGS        (Conservative  Choice)           (Speculative  Opinion)
         
      1

7-8-5-3

7  Bashful Interlude



      2

2-5-54-3
2  Mo Valley Maggie

3  Mighty Beverly


      3

2-7-1-3

2  Four Major Titles


      4

7-1-2-4

7  Harriet Potter

2  Intimite Hall


      5

5-8-4-2

5  Hope For Tomorrow
2  Shadi


      6

9-1-8-4

9  Papas Pilgrim

     

                  7

1-3-5-2

1  Little Sweetheart

2  Boltin Bride


      8

7-3-5-6

7  Colefederate




      9

3-8-6-4

3  Makin A Statement


     10

9-5-1-3-4
9  Southwind Pica


     11

4-1-3-2

4  Wes Mantooth

2  Weezer  


                         $1 Pick 4 starts on race 7 with a 15% takeout

                    The one and only10 cent Hi 5 offered on Race 10  
            SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH 

              AT BALMORAL PARK

                    SUPER NIGHT
                                $1,500,000 IN PURSES

                    8 CHAMPIONSHIP RACES
                     BALMORAL PICK 4 

             15% TAKEOUT A SUCCESS
   On the heels of a very successful Southland Festival of Racing, Balmoral Park recently released figures that show the popularity of its Pick 4 wager continues to grow.  The Pick 4 takeout was reduced 40% for the 2010 season. The industry low takeout of 15% which was instituted in 2010 has made a big difference. 
     When racing began in 2010, the January Pick 4 pools averaged $7,698.As word spread that Balmoral had reduced the takeout, bettors throughout the country responded.  In February the average pool size rose to $10,277.Just two months later, the April Pick 4 pool averaging over $11,000 a night. Three months later, the results are pretty compelling.
    The July Pick 4 pools at Balmoral totaled $212,641 for the 13 nights of live racing, averaging $16,357 per card. In 2009 with the higher takeout, pick 4 pools averaged $8,888. The average 2010 July Pick 4 pools were 84% higher with the lower takeout than the July 2009 pools. 
    The average 2010 race in the Pick 4 sequence handled $ 92,410 in July, a sizable increase over 2009.
    Because of the favorable change for the player, every winning Pick 4 wager now receives 13.3% more than in 2009.The Pick 4 is contested on races 7 thru 10 nightly. The minimum wager is $1.
      Remember on August 14th as part of the Back To The Track promotion going on throughout North America there will be a $50,000 Guaranteed Pick 4 pool with a 15% takeout -- Balmoral Park will be a part of that Pick 4 sequence. 
          The 10 cent Super High Five had a record payoff of $15,080.68 on Saturday, July 31st. This is the only 10 cent High 5 wager available in racing.
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