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       AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
                          Welcome to the Players Guide...
   We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. We have tailored the Players Guide for several types of betting style. What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will key a favorite on top of the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
        The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
     In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we know that is your goal as well.    

         RACING RETURNS TO BALMORAL PARK 

                    ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
           RACING RETURNS TO MAYWOOD PARK  

                   ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31
        OPENING NIGHT AT THE MEADOWLANDS
                          ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 1

  BALMORAL PARK PLAYERS GUIDE
    Wednesday, December 23rd selections
   RACE      MICHAEL’S       TOP RATED HORSE            MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          NO.          RATINGS        (Conservative  Choice)           (Speculative  Opinion)
         1  
 2-9-10-5
   2  Last Second Shot

   5  Chalibi
         2

 6-4-1-2-10
   6  Straight Pipe

   2  Fox Valley Mavro

         3

 7-2-4-6
   7  Be Bullish

   6  Rev It Now

         4

 5-2-4-1-8
   5  Sportabella

   4  Master Bette

         5

 4-5-8-9
   4  Moochiesmoneymaker
   8  Miss Fantastic

         6

 3-10-7-9
   3  Mackenzie’s Power
  10 Called To Love

         7

 8-7-6-2
   8  Tropicana Ron

   2  Refocus
         8

 2-3-4-7
   2  This Is Your Night
   4  Incredible Al

         9

 7-2-4-1
   7  Owen’s Marker

   2  Franque

        10
 6-2-10-8-1
   6  Double Jack

        11
 5-1-8-9-4
   5  Crazy Dan

   8  Notorious Bigslick

                                          Michael’s key races        
                                                         Race 8    $24
#2     THIS IS YOUR NIGHT     The most consistent of this group. Slight edge here.
#3     FREE JACK

      Shuffled in last following a nice win. Fits well.

#4     INCREDIBLE AL
      Oosting returns and he’s won the last 2 times driving.
                          WAGERS ON RACE 8   $4 EXACTA BOX 2-3-4

                                                       Race 9     $44
#7     OWEN’S MARKER
      Loves Bmp. Must perform tonight with 0 pts. in series.

#2     FRANQUE                          Costly ¾ bobble in last. Big 3 wide close here on 12-5.

#4     FROSTONPUNKIN
      Followed strong winner. Can fly late.
       WAGERS ON RACE 9   $4 EXACTA BOX 2-3-4      $10 EXACTAS  7-2  7-4
    Race 11     $32
#5      CRAZY DAN

            Barn has been hot.  Nice spot for the drop and pop.
#1      ALL AMERICAN KANSAS   Maywood shipper benefits from rail. 1st up last two.  #8      NOTORIOUS BIGSLICK     Changes barns and drops to 4000 but misses 5 weeks.

   WAGERS ON RACE 11   $4 EXACTA BOX  1-5-8       $4 TRIFECTAS 5-8-1  8-5-1
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