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                      THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
             AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
      BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
          We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. 
Knowing that everyone has a different wagering game plan, the Players Guide has been tailored for several types of betting styles. 

   What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will use a favorite, but only with the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
      The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. 
         If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
     In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we are quite sure that is your goal as well.    

                     Sunday, October 4th Balmoral Park selections
           Pick 5 carryover is $3,523  Estimated pool of $20,000

   RACE      MICHAEL’S             TOP RATED HORSE                               MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          NO.          RATINGS              (Conservative  Choice)                   
  (Speculative Opinion)
         1 
  3-4-5-1
   3  Playmate Advizer

   5  My Last Valley
         2
  6-5-3-7
   6  Git Er Done Girl

   3  Fox Valley Tinsel

         3
  5-6-9-7
   5  Lad’s Legacy

   7  Tindaro

         4
  1-4-8-10
   1  Dry Creek Eddie

   8  Valley Warrior

         5
  2-3-9-5
   2  Ava Labelle

   9  Prairie Ganache

         6
  6-4-9-8
   6  Wisteria Lane

   8  Thrills Sugar Buzz

         7
  5-9-3-4
   5  Windy City Brandie

   3  Becca Jayne

         8
  4-3-6-1
   4  China Gal

   6  Merced

         9
  1-4-5-2
   1  Helen’s Place Girl

   2  Bath Sheet

        10
  8-5-7-1-4
   8  Fox Valley Rosebud

   1  She’s Got The Loot

        11
  8-2-6-4
   8  Speed In The Tunnel

   6  Habanero

        12
  3-5-7-1
   3  Lady Three Count

   1  Pretty Cape
                              Muscle Hill wears Kentucky Futurity crown
                           Saturday, October 03, 2009 - by Paul Ramlow, USTA Internet News Manager 


	


Lexington, KY --- Muscle Hill added another chapter to his great career as he romped to a straight heat victory in the $600,000 Kentucky Futurity for 3-year-old trotters on Saturday (Oct. 3) at The Red Mile. Jerry Silva, T L P Stable, Southwind Farm and Muscle Hill Racing own the champion trotter, while Greg Peck is his trainer.
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	Muscle Hill added another chapter to his great career as he romped to a straight heat victory in the $600,000 Kentucky Futurity.


Muscle Hill and driver Brian Sears protected the rail in the $264,000 second heat of the Futurity and took the field to the opening quarter in :27. Heading down the backstretch, Sears and Muscle Hill began to open up from the field with only Dr McDreamy (Homer Hochstetler) staying close at the :54.3 half-mile marker. Muscle Hill put in a :29.1 third quarter to reach the pole in 1:23.4, then continued to remain in command and close it out like a champion in a time of 1:51.1. Explosive Matter (Ron Pierce) rallied to finish second, while Tom Cango (Tim Tetrick) was third.
The victory was the 19th straight for Muscle Hill and his 11th in 2009. He has now earned $2,156,041 this year and $2,973,342 lifetime.
"He felt tremendous," said Sears. "I asked him for a little trot around the turn and he just responded well -- like he has all year. He has done everything pretty much effortlessly. He makes it look easy out there.
"As far as the 3-year-old ranks, there is really no one to challenge him. What a great horse he is. Mike Lachance and John Campbell, people like that who have seen all the great horses throughout many years, say he is the best they have ever seen. It’s an honor to sit behind a horse like that. It’s an honor to say I’ve sat behind one that good. They don’t come along very often.
"When I saw the three-quarters in 1:23(.4) I thought it was too much to ask him to try and break 1:50. I had to think of winning the race first. If we had ideal conditions, I don’t think he would have had too much trouble to get it done.
"When you have a three-horse entry you never know what might take place. It was great that I did draw the rail. Those are three colts that could make thing hards if they wanted to. When I drew the rail I was able to take control of the race.
"We’ve used all the expletives we can about him. He’s something special. I can’t believe the horse is so smart and so relaxed. He knows what you are trying to accomplish. If you want to race him from off the pace or the front end, he knows what you are trying to do. That makes my job so much easier. A lot of times horses won’t let you do what you want. He makes it so much easier. He has a great head on his shoulders.
"I was checking the weather all week. When I saw there was going to be 25 mph winds, I knew that was not in our favor. We are going to have dinner tonight and I am going to ask -- I’d love to see them race him again next week."
"This was a special day," said trainer Greg Peck. "It's really up there with the best moments of this year. Brian has taken great care of the horse. He has done a great job."
