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                      THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
             AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
      BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
          We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. 
Knowing that everyone has a different wagering game plan, the Players Guide has been tailored for several types of betting styles. 

   What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will use a favorite, but only with the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
      The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. 
         If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
     In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we are quite sure that is your goal as well.    

                           Maywood Park     Thursday, August 27th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
  RACE        COMPUTER          TOP RATED HORSE                              MICHAEL’S  PLAY
             RATINGS            (Conservative  Choice)                            (Speculative  Opinion)

        1
   2-1-6-4
2  Pacifica Bay



        2
   2-5-1-3
2  Rascc

1  Marytakesthestage

        3
   5-1-3-2
5  Spyder Murphy

        4
   3-1-2-5
3  VP Sharon

5  Fox Valley Quiche

        5
   5-6-3-4
5  Realizelindajoy
 
4  Sand Happy Life

        6
   4-2-5-6
4  Whiskeyhollowwoman
        7
   4-3-2-1
4  The Janitor

1  Fox Valley Recluse

        8
   3-2-1-4
3  Lil Nichole

1  Kennans Ellery

        9
   3-2-4-6
3  She’s A Pegase

4  Prime Xample A

       10
   1-4-5-2-7
1  Sports Twister

2  Whatifthere’smore

       11
   1-4-5-8
1  Flyin Away





Delmar Pick 6 carryover $777,352   Estimated pool $3,000,000
     #1 Muscle Hill and Brian Sears at Balmoral Saturday
                 Muscle Hill Meets Local Speedster Saturday In Am Nat 
If speed thrills, fans at Balmoral Park could be delighted by Saturday’s $200,000 American-National Stakes. That is because Hambletonian winner Muscle Hill and Illinois standout Southern Rocketop, two of the three fastest three-year-old trotters in North America this season, will square off for the first time.
Overall, the 10-horse American-National field includes four of the 14 fastest three-year-old male trotters this year.

Muscle Hill is coming off a world record equaling 1:50.1 mile in the $1.5 million Hambletonian on August 8 at the Meadowlands Racetrack. The colt, trained by Greg Peck and driven by Brian Sears, is five-for-five this season and brings a 13-race win streak to Balmoral Park. Muscle Hill’s only setback was a second-place finish in his career debut. He has earned $1.8 million in his career and is the No. 1 ranked harness racing horse in the sport’s latest Top 10 poll.Southern Rocketop is coming off a 1:54.4 win over a good track at Springfield in the Illinois State Fair Championship. There, the gelding won by 1-1/4 lengths over Dr McDreamy, another American-National contender.

Trained by Robert Taylor and driven by Dave Magee, Southern Rocketop trotted the fastest mile ever by a three-year-old at Balmoral Park when he won in 1:52.2 on July 19. He has won seven of 10 races this year and 16 of 24 in his career, with earnings of $288,911.

Muscle Hill and Southern Rocketop both set world records as two-year-olds.

“It will be exciting, I hope,” Taylor said. “[Southern Rocketop] is coming around real nice. Hopefully, he’ll be on his ‘A’ game for Saturday. A lot of people have been asking me about a showdown, but our main concern is that our horse races good for us. Just to be able to race against a caliber of horse such as Muscle Hill is a thrill.”

Southern Rocketop, who was not eligible to the Hambletonian, will start from post No. 1 in the American-National while Muscle Hill will begin from post 5. Southern Rocketop has made 12 career starts at Balmoral, winning 10 and finishing second once. He has raced outside of Illinois only twice, for the eliminations and final of the Goodtimes at Mohawk Racetrack in Ontario. He finished fourth in the final, but was only three-quarters of a length behind winner Federal Flex.       
                                                              AMERICAN NATIONAL ENTRIES
	FOURTH RACE 


	Condition: The American National 3 Year Old Colt & Gelding Stake *******PADDOCK NOON***** 


	Gait: Trot

Purse: $200,000

Class: AmericanNational-3yoColt Trot
Dis: 1 Mile



	

	HN

PP

Horse

Meds

Driver

Trainer

Years Best

Last 3 

Claiming

1 

1

SOUTHERN ROCKETOP

Da Magee

Ro Taylor

1:52.2

1-2-2

2 

2

CRUISEALONG

Tr Ritchie

Ro Gurfein

1:54.3

2-6-1

3 

3

DASHING EARL

L

Da Magee

Ri Gillock

1:59.2

3-6-3

4 

4

DR MCDREAMY

Ho Hochstetler

Ho Hochstetler

1:53.3

2-1-1

5 

5

MUSCLE HILL

Br Sears

Gr Peck

1:50.1

1-1-1

6 

6

THE CHANCELLOR

Br Simpson

Ju Miller

1:54.1

6-2-4

7 

7

WINNING MISTER

TBA

Ri Gillock

1:54.3

1-6-2

8 

8

MAGIC CARPET RIDE

Pe Wrenn

De Minor

1:55.3

1-9-3

9 

9

MR CANTAB

TBA

Er Miller

1:53.3

2-5-1

10

10

SOUTHWIND TAGAR

Da Hiteman

Ho Hochstetler

1:57.0

2-4-1




