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                      THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
             AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
      BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
          We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. 
Knowing that everyone has a different wagering game plan, the Players Guide has been tailored for several types of betting styles. 

   What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will use a favorite, but only with the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
      The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. 
         If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
     In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we are quite sure that is your goal as well.    

                   Thursday, October 1st  Maywood Park selections
   RACE      MICHAEL’S             TOP RATED HORSE                               MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          NO.          RATINGS              (Conservative  Choice)                   
  (Speculative Opinion)
         1 
  4-5-7-3
   4  Blazin Fanny

  3  Ketchup If You Can
         2
  4-1-3-6
   4  Racy Traci Place

  

         3
  1-6-4-3
   1  Way West

  7  Steph’s Melody

         4
  2-4-5-8
   2  Banjoe Hotspur

  8  Wisconsin Girl

         5
  8-7-1-3
   8  Whiskeyhollowoman

  3  Annies Smokin Gun

         6
  3-8-1-2
   3  Mackenzie’s Power

  1  Sharp Suzie Sushi

         7
  3-5-6-8
   3  Daves Way

  6  Diamond Legacy

         8
  6-7-5-3
   6  Stonebridge Nugget

  7  Riches To Rags

         9
  2-5-6-3
   2  Oliver Brown

  6  True Entry

        10
  1-2-9-8-4
   1  Artisticexpression

  9  Sports Twister

        11
  7-3-5-6
   7  Pembroke Blast

  5  Big Cowboy

                  Opening Day at Hawthorne Thoroughbreds

	                  Pierce suspended 10 days for whipping 

                                        at Red Mile


	                                                           October 01, 2009
	


Driver Ron Pierce has been given a 10-day suspension by The Red Mile stewards for violation of the whipping rule Tuesday afternoon, Sept. 29, during the stretch drive of one of the Bluegrass divisions for 2-year-old filly trotters. The offense is appealable, but one has not yet been filed by Thursday afternoon for the suspension which is scheduled to begin Sunday, Oct. 4, and run through Tuesday, Oct. 13. That would mean Pierce would miss the second week of Grand Circuit racing at the Kentucky track.

 

According to the ruling, Pierce was penalized for violating the one-handed whipping rule in the stretch while driving Costa Rica to a second-place finish behind Croquet Style in the $87,625 Bluegrass division. The Red Mile's presiding steward, Rich Williams, told harnessracing.com that Pierce's whipping was "not excessive" but he was still in violation of the rule. Williams added that with the draws at The Red Mile complete through Saturday, the suspension won't start until Sunday.

 

Ironically, Costa Rica was the filly who was moved from first to second in a Peaceful Way elimination at Mohawk just a few weeks earlier when driver Trevor Ritchie was found to be in violation of Ontario's whipping rule. Ontario regulations provide for the placing of a horse whose driver was found to be in violation; Kentucky rules do not have that stipulation.

 

According to Williams, Pierce's whipping suspension was the fourth handed out this year at The Red Mile. Williams said Jan Johnson already served a five-day suspension (and $500 fine), and Billy Herman and Chuck Neff both served 10-day suspensions. Johnson's penalty came prior to a change in the penalties that calls for a first offense of the rule to be a 10-day suspension.

 

Also, although driver Peter Wrenn had hoped he would receive an Indiana court injunction in regards to a 30-day suspension for an "unsatisfactory drive" in August at Indiana Downs, he remains on the sidelines during Grand Circuit racing at The Red Mile. Wrenn is still able to train horses and be on the grounds; the suspension is strictly for driving.

 

