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                      THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
             AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
      BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
          We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. 
Knowing that everyone has a different wagering game plan, the Players Guide has been tailored for several types of betting styles. 

   What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will use a favorite, but only with the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
      The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. 
         If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
     In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we are quite sure that is your goal as well.    

             Saturday, August 15th Balmoral Park selections
   RACE      MICHAEL’S             TOP RATED HORSE                               MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          NO.          RATINGS              (Conservative  Choice)                   
  (Speculative Opinion)
         1
  1-7-5-2
  1  King Tat


   2  Finance The Master

         2
  4-3-2-5
  4  Martini Shaker


   3  Blueridgevalentino

         3
  5-9-1-3
  5  Big Hearn


   

         4
  1-5-3-4
  1  Extended Forecast


   4  Fox Valley Nipper

         5
  7-6-10-1
  7  Halo Heather


  10 Startrix Gram

         6
  2-3-1-5-8
  2  Clayton David


   5  Lucky Jo



         7
  4-10-9-7
  4  Funky Cole Medina


  10 At Max Speed

         8
  2-5-3-4
  2  Boo Bugg


   5  Bonn Scott



         9
  9-5-2-6
  9  Ten Big Soldiers


   6  Abouttolosecontrol

        10
  7-2-3-9-10
  7  Fox Valley Iccarus


   3  All That I Am

        11
  7-6-4-2
  7  Special Joe


   4  Fox Valley Gambler

        12
  2-8-9-3
  2  Red River Restless


   8  Sponzo Brotka

        13
  2-1-6-3-8
  2  Western Jet


   6  Thereplayinoursong

        14
  1-2-7-6
  1  Jebs Champion


   6  Marty Dot Com

      Meadowlands Pick 4 carryover is $25,312  Estimated pool  $115,000
 #1 Muscle Hill likely headed to Balmoral Park for American National         
                       Today, trainer Greg Peck reflects on his victory with Muscle Hill in the 84th    Hambletonian and his champion trotter's schedule the rest of the season.
	 

	Greg Peck 


In the words of Sam McKee, “Operation Hambletonian: Complete.” Now we go on to something else, but with Holiday Road winning the Peter Haughton, you have to think of Operation Hambletonian 2010.
 

What was touching was all the media coverage, New York Times, I did 20 minutes on WFAN, which has a great listenership and everyone was well wishing and gracious. It felt good because as much as I said that you never know in a horse race, I did have lots of confidence in Muscle Hill and I wanted it to go the way it did. It was really, really something. It was my first Hambletonian and I didn’t want to be saying after it was over, ‘Well, I didn’t win, but I got this experience.’ I felt Muscle Hill deserved it and he got it.  
 
I thought about Troy Sylvester all day on Hambletonian day (recently deceased in an ATV accident). 
 
After the Hambletonian, I heard from Mike White, a high school teacher of mine. He was a great teacher that I had at Memorial High School and he called my mother. I heard from a lot of people from home and I’m still hearing from a lot of people. A lot of people didn’t want to call the day of or the day after, they thought I’d be too busy. I was, but I still would have taken their calls or returned their calls, because I was more than happy to hear from them.
 
The horse came out of it great. He had a great sleep Saturday night and he was raring to go. Now we’re looking at what to do next. I got a call from Doc Narotsky from Balmoral. We’ll probably go to the American-National (at Balmoral August 29) and the World Trotting Derby (Du Quoin, Illinois, September 5). We’ll have to supplement to the American-National. We didn’t plan on it, but since it worked out the way it did, it’ll be three weeks from Hambletonian Day that he’ll go there and then on to the World Trotting Derby, so it will work out well. I wanted to give him a little space after the Hambletonian.
 
It did bother me that I couldn’t take him to the Colonial because I very much like Rick Kane, the director of racing at Chester. That’s my home track (Peck lives in a Philadelphia suburb). I would have loved to race him there, but I just couldn’t, because I didn’t want to bring him back in eight days, I didn’t think it was right.  
 
Literally you have the American-National, World Trotting Derby, Canadian Trotting Classic elims and the final one week after another. But then there’s a week off until the Kentucky Futurity. At some point, you’re going to have to race him a little more often and the fall seems like a better time to do it. We’ll certainly cross that bridge when we come to it, but that’s what we have. He’ll have so few starts going into the fall, but hopefully, he’ll still be fresh. He’s keeping his weight on good. He looks like a show horse.
 
We’ll ship to the Red Mile the first of the week and then qualify him there the week before the American-National. Holiday Road will start in the Simpson at The Red Mile on September 21 and then the Bluegrass and then the International Stallion Stakes. He has nothing between now and then; we’re not going to the Wellwood or the Valley Victory.
 
