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                      THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
             AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
      BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
          We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. 
Knowing that everyone has a different wagering game plan, the Players Guide has been tailored for several types of betting styles. 

   What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will use a favorite, but only with the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
      The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. 
         If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
     In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we are quite sure that is your goal as well.    

                          Saturday, August 8th Balmoral Park selections
   RACE      MICHAEL’S             TOP RATED HORSE                               MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          NO.          RATINGS              (Conservative  Choice)                   
  (Speculative Opinion)
         1 
  8-5-4-9
  8  NJ’s Fast Fletch

  5  Classic Card Shark

         2
  2-4-1-3
  2  Four Starz Trace

  4  Fox Valley Barbosa

         3
  3-1-5-7
  3  Vegas Date

  1  Odds On Riesling

         4
  6-7-4-9
  6  Diamond Says

  7  All That I Am

         5
  2-6-1-4
  2  Texas Playboy

  1a Richie The Clown

         6
  5-3-1-6
  5  Odds On Aventure

  1  Matt’s Wolfey

         7
  3-8-2-5
  3  Sailors Sky

  2  Clayton David

         8
  4-3-8-1
  4  Funky Cole Medina

  1  Filthy Rich

         9
  7-5-2-1-4
  7  Boo Bugg

  2  Leave It To Sam

        10
  2-4-7-6-8
  2  Sponzo Brotka

  7  Livewhatibelieve

        11
  3-6-4-5
  3  Thisbigdogwilfight

  5  Fox Valley Gambler

        12
  8-6-7-1-5
  8  My Boy Luke

        13
  8-6-10-3-5
  8  Panolulu

  5  Makin A Beer Run

        14
  2-1-5-3-9
  2  River Of Faith

  3  Hidden Agenda

          Pick 4 carryover $2,849        Pick 5 carryover $4,689

  

                 Pick 4 and Pick 5 Carryovers 

            at Balmoral Park on Saturday
                by Tom Kelley, publicity director, Balmoral Park 



      After Wednesday’s night’s Balmoral card produced a slew of upsets and huge payouts there will also be carryovers in the Pick 4 and Pick 5 on Saturday’s (August 8) program. Among the “bombers” that lit up the tote board on Wednesday was Revelation, who returned $140.20 on a $2 win mutuel while also keying a $9,196.71 payoff on a 10 cent Superfecta wager. Showmeyourstuff lit up the tote board to the tune of $101.60 and was selected on the Balmoral Beat pre-race show by this writer, while track announcer Dominic Polito touted fans of the pre-race show on Nice And Happy who returned a hefty $30.40 to win. In all nine of 11 winners on the card returned $11.00 or more for a $2 win wager.
Saturday’s Pick 4 carryover at Balmoral will be $2,849.59 and the wager entails races two through five while the Pick 5, which is conducted on races five through nine, will have a carryover of $4,689.08.
Post time for Saturday’s first race at Balmoral Park is 7:20 p.m. (central).
	                                                      



	


