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                      THE PLAYERS GUIDE 
             AN INSIDE LOOK AT CHICAGO HARNESS RACING
      BY CHICAGO’S RACING ANALYST MICHAEL ANTONIADES
          We will give you an informed look at tonight’s racing program in Chicago. 
Knowing that everyone has a different wagering game plan, the Players Guide has been tailored for several types of betting styles. 

   What is your style? For me personally, it means being a contrarian and taking some chances. I will bet against the favorite whenever possible, if I think there is VALUE in another selection. Sometimes I will use a favorite, but only with the overvalued horses in exotics. If you are going to show a profit in this game, you must get value when you are investing your money. In the long run, creating this discipline is the difference between winning and losing. 
      The ratings list our top selections in order of their probability of winning. These ratings give no credence to the odds, although horses with value are included in these selections throughout the evening. It is our opinion of the top contenders, listed in order of preference. 
         If you are a risk taker or value player, then Michael’s Plays should be of considerable interest to you. I will take calculated chances, selecting horses with more wagering value and higher odds. My plays may select fewer winners than my top rated selection, but in the long run, I believe Michael’s Plays will give you a higher return on your investment. 
     In closing, I remind you that the name of the game is not selecting the most winners. The name of the game is making money. Our goal is to have a profitable year. For the serious player, we are quite sure that is your goal as well.    

                         Saturday, August 1st Balmoral Park selections
   RACE      MICHAEL’S             TOP RATED HORSE                              MICHAEL’S  PLAY
          NO.          RATINGS              (Conservative  Choice)                   
 (Speculative Opinion)
         1 
  6-8-3-4
  6  Odds On Dominica

  3  Makena Cat
         2 
  4-3-6-7-1
  4  Charlie Beans

  6  Just Call My Name

         3
  4-5-2-3-1
  4  Real Well

  3  Richie The Clown

         4
  5-6-8-1
  5  At Max Speed

  8  Who’s The Boss


         5
  2-7-1-5
  2  Booze Cruzin

  7  NJ’s Fast Fletch

         6
  1-2-3-7
  1  Rolldownthehiway entry

  3  Vegas Date

         7
  2-1-5-9
  2  Voomerang

  9  Fox Valley Barbosa

         8
  5-1-8-4
  5  Bobs Minute Maid

  1  Kelly’s Keepsake

         9
  2-8-3-1
  2  My Boy Luke

  1  Smellthecolornine

        10
  10-4-2-5-9
 10 My Heart Was True

  2  Miss Olivia

        11
  3-5-2
  3  Special Joe

  5  Thisbigdogwilfight

        12
  7-2-8-6-4
  7  Tufsun Beach

  6  Sports Fanatic

        13
  7-5-1-3
  7  American Firedog

  1  Funky Cole Medina

        14
  7-2-6-0
  7  River Of Faith

  6  Lavern’s Art
  
                      MICHAEL BLOWS UP THE TOTEBOARD 
                      FOX VALLEY SMARTY IN 50-1 SHOCKER
	

	Fox Valley Smarty and driver Todd Warren pulled off a shocking upset at odds of 50-1 in Wednesday's Plesac Stake elimination.


When two-year-old trotters go postward it can always be “bombs away” and that’s just what it was on Wednesday night at Balmoral Park as 50-1 longshot Fox Valley Smarty took advantage of an early miscue by 3-5 favorite Shore Road to win the Plesac Stake elimination in 1:59.3.
After seeing the heavy favorite make a nasty break right next to him as the gate was set to open, driver Todd Warren sent the son of Vaporize-Self Confessed right to the front.
Cruising through splits of 30.0, 1:00.2 and 1:30.1 while Shore Road (Brandon Simpson) was working hard to make his way towards the front of the pack again after spotting the field some 18 lengths, Warren had Fox Valley Smarty on top by a length as the field turned for home.
Through the lane the Brett Ballinger trainee was still strong on the front end as the difficult trip began to take its toll on a fading Shore Road. The pocket sitting Big Bucks (Homer Hochstetler) still loomed a danger to the pace setter as did a hard charging Kid Cormac (Dave Magee) who was making up ground in the center of the track.
Showing a great deal of grit and determination, Fox Valley Smarty dug in gamely through the final sixteenth of a mile to prevail by three-quarters of length over Kid Cormac. Big Bucks wound up third, two lengths behind the winner.
Also gaining spots in the final where they will join Powerful Speed and Smokin Homer were Muscatine, Ichabob, Shore Road, Fox Valley Solomon and Showmeyourstuff.
The win was the second in five career starts for the South of the Tracks-owned gelding who returned a whopping $102.40 for a $2 win ticket and was selected by Chicago racing analyst Michael Antoniades on his live in-house television show and in his complimentary Players Guide handicapping sheet.
	                                                      



	


